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Continuum means continuity. By the rural-urban continuum intended continuity from village to city. One end of this continuous scale is the village: the other is the city. These two social formations are in relentless interaction. That is the reason why villagers show the profound impact of city life on them and certain cultural
characteristics of villages developed in cities. The continuum also shows that the construction comes from village to city. Over time, villages were transformed into towns and cities. In sociological studies, it is thought there is a clear contrast between urban and rural communities. Many sociologists in later stages began to
point out that the simple rural-urban dichotomy of the population was not enough. Gradually, it has become clear that this dichotomy is insufficient and too simple. There are gradations of urban and rural areas. Robert Redfield (1930) has made an important contribution to developing the concept of a continuum of people,
rural, and urban. He has built a continuum from small villages to big cities. More urban means that the population is more secular, more individualistic and with a greater division of labor. The concept of a rural-urban continuum is interpreted in an easier way as continuity in people, rural and urban social organizations.
The rapid process of urbanization, the establishment of new technology-developed industries in rural areas (close to urban centers) has had a major impact on rural life. The spread of the nature of the modem industry has decreased much the difference between the two is not noticeable. Thus, the invisible boundaries of
rural and urban cultures have made it difficult to draw a line of difference. Therefore, marginal areas show the merging and continuation of the cultural characteristics of the two societies. In India, over the past three decades the development of transportation and road communication has connected remote tribal areas,
villages, and urban centers quickly in a very short time. New jobs and modern educational institutions have attracted rural communities. Thus rural to urban migration has occurred. This reduces the separation between tribal areas, villages and cities. Distant tribal areas exhibit the hallmarks of urbanism, tribalism and rural
culture. Due to the migration from tribal-rural areas to urban areas, cities can demonstrate the combination and merging of these cultural properties. Rural and Urban Communities are invisible in terms of differences between the two. They are not diametrically opposed to each other. They are part of the same continuum.
Much of the literature was published in the late 60s and early 70s in India with respect to the continuum of rural and urban communities. The debate about the rural urban continuum began with Lewis Worth's publication of Urbanism as a way of life in 1938. Article taken further by another American sociologist named R.E.
Pahl, who wrote a book titled Readings in Sociology. Likewise D.F. Pocock, an English anthropologist, and Oscar Lewis also subscribe to the values of the Rural-Urban Continuum. M.N. Srinivas, a well-known Indian sociologist has gone on to argue that the rural-urban continuum is nothing but something that represents
the paradox of change. Milton Singer called it a bi-product of the problem of grave compartments in the context of eastern developing countries. Y. Singh calls it pattern repetition. Prof. Y. Singh, in his book Modernization of Indian Tradition argues that rural-urban interconnected and structural characteristics of rural
communities are not entirely absent in urban communities in this case it is not predictable that the absence of urban characteristics in rural communities. Therefore the rural-urban continuum means two important things: (a) There is disagreement over the traditional dichotomy between rural communities and urban
communities. (b) The difference between rural and urban communities is a degree issue. Continuum Debate: 1. Neither rural nor urban concepts are adequately defined. They are popular, concepts that are all too familiar but not clearly defined. Western ideas fail to enter into indian reality in particular. If people still have
traditional differences between rural and urban communities then there is a western bias or superimposition of western theory in Indian society. There is a lack of a universal definition of a village or town. Problem Definition: (a) Sometimes the population is taken as the basis of identifying the city of a village. But such yard
sticks vary from country to country. The U.S. considers 2500 populations that characterize a particular place as urban, it is 2000 population in France, 30,000 population in Japan, but in indian municipalities with no less than 5000 population is urban. But we found villages with more than 25,000 populations and so did
some railway towns in Northeast India with a population of less than 5000. It becomes difficult to understand the difference between too big villages and small towns. Mode of Life: (b) Sometimes the mode of life is taken as the basis for determining urban areas such as transportation, communication, electricity, high-rise
palatial buildings and so on. But this is not an adequate criterion in the sense that luxury buildings in remote rural places cannot be taken as urban life. Also for that matter that thatched houses have no facilities in urban places can be likened to rural life. (c) There is no clear demarcation between the two. It becomes very
difficult to know where urban areas begin and rural areas end. Therefore, the relationship between the two seems to be more of a merger than a dichotomy. There are several common elements between the two. Elements of rural life are also seen in urban areas such as shared families, neighborhoods, castes, temples
and the same elements of urban life are seen in rural areas. 2. Level of urbanization in India India be very slow. Where there is a case for urbanization without industrialization, rural characteristics continue to dominate the population. Ram Krishna Mukherjee from his study of kolkata confirms the dichotomy or Urban-
Countryside continuum in terms of three aspects. (i) Migration to urban areas. (ii) The nature of the family organization and (iii) the Mukherjee caste organization found that the nature of out-migration facilitated more dichotomy than continuum. But the potential dichotomy created by migration is upset with respect to the
attributes of families and caste organizations. Urban families are not necessarily nuclear and further discover that caste organizations and functions remain quantitatively the same in cities, towns and villages. O.M. Lynch has made a study in his book Politics of Untouchability. He found that caste-like panchayats in
villages in the city of Agra present continuity features. 3. Rural communities and urban communities have undergone changes that the strict differences between rural communities and urban communities continue to diminish. The impact of village modernization has brought a series of changes III to the context and
character of the village. There has been cross-penetration of the internal characteristics of one on the other. So, the difference between rural and urban communities will be minimized. The rural-urban continuum can be represented in the diagram we follow: Extreme points represent remote villages and metropolises.
Rural-urban habitats are two parts of the continuum. The gradual change and merging of the remote countryside towards the metropolis brought it closer to the next higher stage facilitating a larger merger between the two. 4. Urban suburbs are places that bring greater connection between rural and urban communities.
In time, the suburb will be developed into a city. 5. Pursue traditional calls in urban centers such as barbers. Dhobi, goldsmith, cobbler, sweeper provide this form of adaptation and continuity. It further acts as a source of Job security in the absence of urban secular Jobs. Temples are built in urban places and rural rituals
are observed and nurtured in urban places bribing rural and urban communities closer to each other. Similarly, continuity of rural structures and institutions is found in temple towns and pilgrimage centers. 6. People living in urban areas maintain regular contact with native households (relationships in rural places). People
return to their ancestral villages after retirement or retrenchment of urban work. In addition, the long tradition of living in rural areas and the very socialization process led them to continue to maintain their speaking and eating habits, style and manners. 7. Inter Personal Network in cities established on the basis of praise
of the place of origin reinforces the concept of in the city. 8. Moreover, rural and urban areas are inter-dependent. Analysis should be on the relationship between the two rather than the dichotomy. (a) Rural depending on Urban (b) Urban depending on Rural (a) Rural Depending on Urban: (i) Urban area as a business
center for the purchase of consumables such as kerosene, match boxes, pump sets and fertilizers etc (ii) Urban areas are recreation and education centers. (iii) Compensation, rehabilitation and employment opportunities in the event of the release of village land for industrialization. Rising demand for homes provides a
financial boost to villages. (b) Urban Depending on The Countryside: (i) For vegetables and agricultural products. (ii) The industry relies on raw materials such as sugar cane, jute, wheat and cotton etc (iii) For labor, skilled luxury homes etc (iv) Special Caste-based occupation services such as dhobi, sweepers, barbers
and goldsmiths etc. Thus cities and villages form part of the process of civilization with structural continuity and organizational differences between the two. Again this is not at the per least part of the positive effects of Urbanization. Uploading and Sharing Your Article: Articles:
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